J>4            MKMOIRX   OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.
Tht* First Consul dissembled his displeasure with that pro-found art whirh, when he could not do otherwise, he exercised to an extreme degive. To a message of the Senate on the subject of that nomination he returned a calm but evasive and equivocating answer, in which, nourishing his favorite hope of obtaining more from the people than from the Senate, la* derlaivd with hypocritical humility, " That he would submit- to this new sacrifice if the wish of the people demanded what the Senate authorised." Such was the. homage he paid to the sovereignty of the people, which was soon to be trampled under his feet!
An extraordinary eon vocation of the Council of State took place on Monday, the 10th of May. A communication was made to them, not merely of the Senate's consultation, but also of the First, Consul's adroit and insidious reply. The Council regarded the first merely as a notification, and proceeded to consider on what question the people should be consulted. Not satisfied with granting to the First Consul ten years of prerogative, the Council thought it best to strike the iron while it was hot, and not to stop short in the middle of HO pleasing a work, in line they decided that the following question should be put to the people: "Shall the First Consul be appointed for life, and shall he, have the power of noinhmt-ing his successor ? "' The reports of the police had besides much influence on the result of this discussion, for they one and all declared that, tin* whole* of Paris demanded a Consul for life, with the right of naming a successor. The decisions on the.se two que.stious were carried as it were by storm. The appointment for life passed unanimously, and the right of na mug tin* successor by a majority. The First Consul, however, formally deelun*d that hi* condemned this second measure, wltieh had not originated with himself. On receiving tin* derision of tin* Council of State* the First Consul, to mask his phut for attaining absolute power, thought it advisable to appear to reject, a part of what was offered him. lit* therefore cancelled that clause which proposed to give him the power of appointing a successor, and which had been carried by a small majority.others wont in the ame carriage to the Champ do Mai in 1815, Jerome, titular King of West->halia, had to take the front seat, while his elder brother, Lucien, only >earing the Roman title of Prince do Canino, sat on one of the seats of tonpr alongside Napoleon. Jerome was disgusted, and grumbled at a King laving to give way to a mere Roman Prince. See lung's Lucien. tome ii >. 190.h the Bonapartist family, as will be seen in Madame de Re*mnsat's Memoirs.   For an instance, in 1802, where Joseph insisted on his mother taking precedence of Josephine at a dinner in his house, when Napoleon settled the matter by seizing Josephine'show far this scandal was really believed by the brothers of Napoleon, see lung's L'iicic.n (tome ii. pp. 2(>8-2(>9), where Luc i en describes Louis as coining three times to him ifor advice as to his marriage with Hortense, both brothers referring to this rumor. The third time Louis announces he, is in love with Hortense. " You are in love? Why the devil, then, do you come tonic for advice? If so, forget what has been rumored, and what I have advised you. Marry, and may God bless you.''
